Does the "C" in hepatitis C stand for complex?
Hepatitis C is a disease usually found in asymptomatic adults. After diagnosis, these patients are instructed to start a therapy that encompasses oral medications and injections three times a week, involving a significant financial cost. Patients undergoing this therapy frequently experience unpleasant side effects. Unfortunately there is no assurance the virus will respond to therapy. The sustained response rate is about 50% for this combination therapy. Why would a person who has no outward sign of illness want to go through this treatment? This article provides an overview of what is currently known about hepatitis C, treatment, and the frequent side effects associated with therapy.